S.F’s contractor scores
work despite recession

BY LAZARO FRAGA
San Francisco Business Times

or Ken Page, founding home renova-
tion company Castle Constructors
meant remodeling his career. The former
PriceW consultant jumped
from the corporate life to building a small busi-

ness. That professional reinvention has paid off.
“If you enjoy what you're doing, the money

" said

476 percent In the last three years, to $4.6 million
last year from $799,000 in 2006. Page’s back-
ground — he was an architecture student hefore

ing PriceW:
strength for the business.

Page said umdespihethebursﬂmdmemal
estate bubble, referrals have carried Castle.
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some this year due to the recession. However, he
‘expects to keep hiring as business picks back
“up in the next year. He said he recently started
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two-bedroom home into a four-bedroom, four-
bathroom, 3,000-square-feet home.

“We actually have a number of large projects
coming,” Page said. “We're probably going to hire
another 10 people in the next eight months.”

Page said that after his experience remodeling
his home, he treats every project as if it were his
own property.

“Since we do it for ourselves, we can appreci-
ate doing it for other people,” said Page. “We
value their dollar.”
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That included remodeling Clifford Samuel's Noe
Valley Victorian home. Last year, Castle tore down
Samuel's 1,100-square-foot San Francisco house
and built a 2,740-square-foot house in its place.

“They are meticulously driven to attention
to details,” said Samuel of Castle’s work. “Ken’s
mgmeerlng background helps. You can tell from

the workmanship.”
Samuel said his recommendations have led to
mera!prujectsiorc,utlz ‘and a magazine scout
stopped by to snap photos of the work for a pos-
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“The proof is in the results, and we are really
pleased,” Samuel said
Because&ﬂpewmta:(:ame‘s projects are in
San Francisco, there's an extra layer of complica-
tion. Page said one of his greatest challenges has
heentrylngtoﬁgumouthowﬁaul?rancisms
works.
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“Coming from the corporate world, things
made sense or at least people were all trying to

L]

work in a common direction,” said Page. “When
you're working with the city, things don't always -
make sense.”

Page said one of his biggest risks he's faced
since starting the business has been hiring some
employees from a local halfway house, but he
is usually only disappointed by them when they
eventually move on, ;
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try and give something back to the commu-
nl‘ty Pagesaid.’ﬂxehlmdlsappmmemg--
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Despite prwlvwswcms,thefl.mhehad
remodeling his home and interest from friends
who saw the quality of work he was getting done

led him to completely give up on consulting and
mdtasﬂn“h‘sklndotﬂmaceldmtahon--_
struction company,” he said.
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